
Do you know students considering legal careers? Are they eager to 

sharpen their research, writing and public speaking skills?  

The Learning Center offers a summer program in which 

participants argue a moot court case as if they are justices and 

attorneys at the Supreme Court. To prepare, they meet with a 

variety of legal professionals both formally and informally.  

Students entering grades 10–12 in Fall 2018 and 2018 graduates 

are eligible.  

Application – Deadline: May 25. 
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Calendar 

March 

6–7  MSC Oral Arguments 

April 

10–12 MSC Oral Arguments 

May 

1 Law Day 

8–10 MSC Oral Arguments 

23 MSC Public Hearing 

July 

16–20 Moot Court for High 

School Students 

31 MSC 2017–18 Term 

Ends 

Law Day, May 1 

Law Day 2018 examines Separation 

of Powers: Framework for Freedom. 

Activities will demonstrate the 

importance and purpose of this 

constitutional principal. Groups 

will meet with a justice, judge, or 

lawyer and receive curriculum 

materials. 

Limited openings (9–10 a.m., 2–3 

p.m., and 3–4 p.m.) are available. 

Call 517-373-7171 to schedule for 

the Learning Center’s Law Day 

event! 
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Moot Court for High School Students, July 16–20 

THE CASE | Carpenter v United States. Defendant was convicted of armed 

robberies based, in part, on months of cell phone location history. 

Records were obtained from his cell provider by law enforcement 

without a warrant. Is this a search under the Fourth Amendment? Is 

a warrant required? Participants will argue and decide. 

Can’t make Law Day? Visit year-round, Mondays–Fridays, 9 a.m.–4 p.m., except 

court holidays. Call 517-373-7171 to schedule or to find out more! 

“I am an attorney, and 

these kids were given a real 

legal experience. I wish I 

could've done this when I 

was young.” –  Parent 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/Documents/MootCtApplication.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
mailto:LearningCenter-eNews@courts.mi.gov
https://www.facebook.com/misupremecourt
https://twitter.com/misupremecourt/
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/oral-arguments/live-streaming/Pages/live-streaming.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/oral-arguments/live-streaming/Pages/live-streaming.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/pages/learning-center-programs.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/oral-arguments/live-streaming/Pages/live-streaming.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/rules/Pages/Public-Administrative-Hearings.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/Documents/MootCtApplication.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/Documents/MootCtApplication.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/Clerks/ClerksOfficeDocuments/MCR%207.300%20IOPs.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/Clerks/ClerksOfficeDocuments/MCR%207.300%20IOPs.pdf


Justitia  Winter 2018 

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center, courts.mi.gov/learningcenter  

In Brief: Michigan Legal Help 

Where can people go if they have legal problems but aren’t sure of the 

next steps? The Michigan Legal Help website is a great place to start.  

 The Guide to Legal Help tool asks questions to help identify a legal 

problem and to find the community and legal resources available. 

 A chat forum assists users. 

 Resources include toolkits, articles, forms, and videos. 

In addition to the website, Michigan Legal Help provides information 

and assistance to individuals through local self-help centers in 14 

counties. The centers allow visitors to access computers, printers, 

internet, and legal information (but not legal advice).  

Ideas 

 Find courts and agencies 

in your county. 

 Look at categories of 

legal problems to see 

ways courts serve the 

public every day.  

 Assign a legal problem 

to older students and 

have them walk through 

the Guide to Legal Help 

tool. (Not all legal 

problems listed have 

resources available.) 

 Read about mediation 

and other alternatives to 

court. 

 Watch the Going to 

Court video, which 

emphasizes being 

prepared and explains 

court staff roles. 

 Review the Education 

section, which includes 

articles, toolkits, and 

forms for special 

education/accom-

modations, discipline, 

students rights, and 

students with limited 

English.  

I’m Sorry – I Can’t Provide Legal Advice 

To remain neutral and impartial, court staff cannot provide legal 

advice, but they can: 

 Provide legal and procedural definitions. 

 Cite statutes, court rules, and ordinances. 

 Provide public case information. 

 Provide general information on court operations. 

 Provide options. 

 Provide general referrals. 

 Provide instructions on how to complete forms. 
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